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BUILDING ACT — HOUSING APPROVALS 

404. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Before asking my question, on behalf of the member for Maylands, I acknowledge the students in the gallery 
from St Peters Primary School in her electorate. 
I refer the Premier to the government’s changes to the Building Act, to the resultant massive decline in approvals 
of up to 47 per cent and to his comments in Parliament on 19 June — 

… during the winter recess we will look at any amendments that are required to the legislation itself. 
(1) As we are now in the second week of Parliament, why has the Premier not introduced amendments to 

help fix the problem? 
(2) Given the serious problems and crisis of confidence the original legislation caused, should the Premier 

not be treating this matter with more urgency? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)–(2) The building industry itself has for a number of years wanted private certification introduced so that a 
standard building project on a pretty well standard subdivision can be independently certified without 
all the process and often delays in going through local government. This government has, therefore, 
responded to that request. Yes, I concede, as I have previously and as has the Minister for Commerce, 
that the changes that were made have created some problems, particularly along the area of boundary 
lines requiring permission. Yes, during April there was a sharp drop in the grant of approvals. There 
was also an equally sharp drop in applications for a variety of reasons. Typically building approvals run 
at about 1 300 a month; they are back around 1 000 a month. The minister has put a huge amount of 
effort into working with local government, as some were unsure of the way in which the new 
regulations would apply. It is moving, though not as smoothly or as quickly as we would want. Cabinet 
has approved some legislative — 

Mr M. McGowan: Yes, but where’s the legislation?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am just answering the question. The member should be a little more courteous. Cabinet 
has approved new legislation and it will be introduced in Parliament by the minister very shortly.  
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